
 
 Shellfish Committee Minutes of the Meeting 

 
DATE:  February 16, 2011 
TIME:  7:30 P.M. to 9:30 P.M. 
LOCATION: MEAD Building 
 
Shellfish Committee Members present: 
Stuart Rapp, Andre Sampou, Gerard Ganey, Matt Ostrowski, Richard Haskell 
 
General Public present:      
 
Town Staff present: 
Doug Kalweit, Tom Marcotti 
 

Chairman’s Report: 
 
Stuart Rapp chaired the February 16th, 2011 meeting of the Shellfish Committee.  
 
The Shellfish Committee adopted the minutes of the December 15th, 2010 meeting of the Shellfish Committee. 
 

Natural Resources Report 
       
 Marstons Mill River and Prince Cove Shellfish Area Opening: 
 

The Marstons Mills River and Prince Cove are open to shellfishing as of February 15, 2011 per order of 
DMF.  
 
The Marstons Mills River is defined as: The waters and flats and all tributaries thereto of Marstons Mills 
River in the Town of Barnstable, south of a line drawn across the mouth of Prince Cove, north of a line 
drawn across the mouth of the river and westerly of a line drawn northerly from the two “No Shellfishing” 
signs located at the mouth of Warren’s Cove (DMF/SC:23.1; classified as conditionally approved).  
 
Prince Cove is defined as: The waters and flats and all tributaries thereto of Prince Cove in the Town of 
Barnstable, north of a line drawn across the mouth of Prince Cove (DMF/SC:23.1; classified as 
conditionally approved).  
 
The status of the above conditionally approved areas shall automatically revert to “Closed to Shellfishing” 
on May 1, 2009 unless DMF changes the areas status prior to said date. 
 
Warrens Cove (DMF/SC:23.3; classified as prohibited) remains closed. 
 

 Natural Resources and the Shellfish Committee discussed oyster propagation and enhancement projects and 
suitable habitat for seeding oysters. 

 
 Shellfish Management Notices 
 

NORTHSIDE OYSTERS: Effective Saturday, February 5, 2011 the recreational harvest of oysters is 
allowed in all the Northside waters of the Town of Barnstable, except as other rules and regulations apply. 

 
The Calves Pasture Point oyster seed protection area in Barnstable Harbor (as defined and  
closed to all shellfishing since July 28, 2010) is open to all shellfishing.  

 
 Southside Oyster Season Closure 
 

Effective Sunday, February 13, 2011 the harvest of oysters from the Southside waters of the Town of 
Barnstable is prohibited. 
 
The Natural Resources Program, Aquacultural Research Corporation of Dennis, Ma. And Three Bays 
Preservation, Inc. in a cooperative effort are implementing an experimental shellfish propagation project in 
Southside waters of the Town of Barnstable. The project entails the remote setting of oysters, the nursery 
culture of juvenile oysters and the seeding of potential oyster habitat. It is the hope of all those involved in 
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this project that any inconvenience to anyone’s use of the public lands and resources is compensated by 
the successful enhancement of the natural resources of the Town’s waters for the benefit of all. Thank you 
for your cooperation. For more information please contact the Natural Resources Office. 

 
 Doug Kalweit informed the committee of the Shellfish Propagation Revolving Fund budget status. 

Expenditures since July 1, 2010: $44.192  Balance: $71,287 
 

Piers, Dredging and Shellfish Habitat Issues: 
 
The Shellfish Committee approved a new committee policy requesting that the Natural Resources Shellfish 
Biologist notify the Shellfish Committee of coastal development project applications (NOI’s and RDA’s) to include 
the applicant’s name, project location / address and project narrative as well as Natural Resources’ review of the 
project. 
 
The Shellfish Committee reviewed the following proposed dredging applications: 
 
Applicant: Richard P. Callahan, Tr. 
Application: (N.O.I.) Maintenance dredging in North Bay  
Location: 138 Bridge Street, Osterville, MA 02655 

(as shown on Assessors Map 093, parcel 030) 
 

Applicant: Richard P. Callahan, Tr. 
Application: (N.O.I.) Maintenance dredging in the Seapuit River  
Location: 177 Seapuit River Road, Osterville, MA 02655 

(as shown on Assessors Map 070, parcel 014) 
 

Open Meeting Law Informational Meeting 
 

Stuart Rapp announced to the committee that Attorney General Martha Coakley invites you to attend one of seven 
regional meetings on the Open Meeting Law.  These meetings will provide an update on and guidance about 
compliance with the recently revised Open Meeting Law.  The educational forums will be conducted by attorneys 
and staff from the Division of Open Government and will be a terrific opportunity for municipal officials, members of 
local public bodies, and members of the public to understand this important law.  The forums are open to the public 
and offered free of charge. Stuart informed the committee that an Open Meeting Law information session will be 
held in Barnstable. 

April 28, 2011 - 6PM-8:30PM 
Place: Barnstable Town Hall 

Address: 367 Main Street  Hyannis, MA 
 

Shellfish Resource and Habitat Value Map  
 
The Shellfish Committee reviewed their request that the Town formally undertake the review and update of the 
Significant Resource and Habitat Maps of the Three Bays (and other Southside embayments) as generated by the 
year 2000 Natural Resources Sub-Committee to the Town Council appointed Pier Committee. This action was 
recommended by the Coastal Resources Management Committee. The Shellfish Committee requested that habitat 
in the Three Bays and the mainland shoreline of Barnstable Harbor be rated. 

 
Recreational Shellfish Licenses 

 
The Shellfish Committee discussed various ways to improve the recreational shellfish license document (card) 

issued by the Town of Barnstable in order to verify accuracy. The committee also discussed various aspects and 
levels of enforcement of the shellfish regulations. Doug informed the committee that height and weight have been 
added to the recreational shellfishing permits. 

 
The Shellfish Committee reviewed a letter submitted to the committee that implies that any more information on 

the recreational shellfishing permit than is currently used is an invasion of privacy.  Stuart requested that the letter 
be included in the Shellfish Committee minutes at the end. 
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