HEALTHY LEVELS OF NUTRIENTS

ALGAE GROWTH 1S LIWITED
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SUNLIGHT PENETRATES CLEAR WATER
SUBMERGED AQUATIC GRASSES USE
SUNLIGHT TO MAKE FOOD
HEALTHY GRASSES PROVIDE
HABITAT FOR OTHER ORGANISHS GRASSES PRODUCE OXYGEN
HEALTHY AQUATIC COMMUNITY

EXCESS LEVELS OF NUTRIENTS
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ALGAE USE NUTRIENTS TO GROW
AND REPRODUCE RAPIDLY
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ALGAE CLOUD WATER ALGAE USE UP
AND BLOCK SUNLIGHT NUTRIENTS AND DIE
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SUBMERGED BACTERIA FEED ON
GRASSES DIE DEAD ALGAE
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LOSS OF DISSOLVED OXYGEN LEVELS
GRASS HABITAT ARE DECREASED
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BAY ORGANISMS THAT
BREATHE OXYGEN OR LIVE IN GRASSES
ARE STRESSED OR DIE
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FIGURE 1. EFFECTS OF NUTRIENTS IN COASTAL EMBAYMENTS
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