
 
 

  

 
 

APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 

March 29, 2024 
3:30pm 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

    

Chair of Committee Councilor Jeffrey Mendes opened the meeting of the Appointments 

Committee in the Selectmen’s Conference Room at 3:30pm and made the following announcement: 

This meeting is being recorded and will be rebroadcast on the Town of Barnstable’s Government Access 

Channel.  In accordance with Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 30A, Section 20, the Chair must 

inquire whether anyone else is recording this meeting and, if so, please make their presence known. 

This meeting will be replayed via Xfinity Channel 8 or high-definition Channel 1072. It may also be 

accessed via the Government Access Channel live video on demand archives on the Town of 

Barnstable’s website: https://streaming85.townofbarnstable.us/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=1  

The administrator to the Town Council took Roll call, all members present in the Selectmen’s 

Conference Room with the exception of Councilor Bloom, via ZOOM. All votes if any are taken are 

Roll Call. 

The Chair of Committee asked for public comment via the Zoom link provided to the Public.  

Mr. Larry Morin (no comment right now just listening)  

Cheryl Powell shared her experience with quorum issues on the Human Services Committee and 

discussed the need for alternate positions in various town committees, particularly in Human Services, 

to ensure consistent participation and combat issues with quorum. Ms. Powell was glad to see there 

were applicants for both the Committees she Chairs which is the Hyannis Main Street Waterfront 

Historic District Commission which have also had vacancies for a while, but they have alternates that 

can step in if needed, and the Human Services Committee 

Councilor Clark proposed possibly a better time to meet if the current time and day might be 

creating the quorum issue for the Human Services, Councilor Clark had heard that the Council on Aging 

was having issues with quorum and perhaps this was due to the time they were meeting, which was at 

9am, this is just a suggestion to look at.  Cheryl also highlighted the potential of a young student's 

interest in human services and proposed ways to improve engagement from the elderly and homeless 

communities. Lastly, she discussed the impact of absent members on the committee's ability to meet 

quorum and considered ways to address this issue. 

Meghan Mort:  Discussed concerns over the Hyannis Main Street Waterfront Historic District 

Appeals Committee's applicant, potential conflicts of interest, and the behavior of some committee 

members on social media commenting on others who have applied to various Committees. 

The Chair of the Committee asked the Town Council Administrator agreed to provide Meaghan with 

the residency requirements for the committee and the description of how it operates. 

The Chair of the Committee welcomed Noah Lyonnais, who has applied to the Youth Commission.  

 

Councilor Jeffrey Mendes (Chair) 
Councilor Kris Clark (Vice Chair) 
Councilor Kristin Terkelsen 
Councilor Seth Burdick   
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Attends Sturgis West and has heard of all the good things the Youth Commission does, live, love Local, 

the Job Fair, Youth Summit, and wants to help as much as possible and be a part of what they do. 

The Appointments Committee decided while waiting for the next applicant, the Chair would like 

a motion to accept the meeting minutes of March 15, 2024. The Town Council Administrator made the 

correction suggested by Councilor Terkelsen who had abstained from the vote on Sandy Neck 

recommendation. Councilor Terkelsen made the motion to accept the meeting minutes of March 15, 

2024, as written, this was seconded by Councilor Clark, a Roll Call Vote was taken. 

Councilor Bloom   yes 

Councilor Clark     yes 

Councilor Burdick yes 

Councilor Mendes yes 

Councilor Terkelsen yes 

 

   The Appointments Committee members looked at the next meeting date for recommendations to 

the Boards, Committees, Commissions from the meetings held on February 16, 2024; March 01, 2024; 

March 15, 2024, and March 29, 2024. The members of the Appointments Committee decided on April 

03, 2024, at 3:30pm 

 

The chair of the Committee welcomed Suzanne Welch, she has applied for the Human Services 

Committee. She had thought of also considering the Council on Aging, but when she attended a couple 

of meetings, it seemed as though the Committee was stuck and didn’t have any path forward, so she 

looked at the Human Services Committee because she is a people person and loves to help people. Ms. 

Welch also shared her diverse background and her interest in serving the town of Barnstable, 

particularly in the areas of public health and aging, emphasizing her commitment to collaboration and 



 
 

  

compromise. Councilor Bloom showed support for her enthusiasm and potential appointment, 

impressed by her insights and background. 

 

 

Chair of Committee welcomed Eric Schwabb, who has applied for the Hyannis Main Street Waterfront 

Historic District Committee 

 



 
 

  

 

 

Chair of Committee welcomed Christine Beer who has applied for the Board of Health (No current 

vacancies) Conservation Commission (No current vacancies) Council on Aging 

 



 
 

  

 

 



 
 

  

 

Chair of Committee welcomed Amanda Converse, who has applied for the Hyannis Main Street 

Waterfront Historic District Appeals Committee 

 



 
 

  

 

 

Chair of Committee welcomed Kevin Matthews who has applied for the Human Services Committee. 

He is also a member of the Hyannis Main Street Waterfront Historic District Committee, and the Chair 

of that Committee suggested he apply to the Human Services Committee as well, since he is in 

broadcasting, and enjoys helping people. 



 
 

  

 

The Chair of Committee welcomed Chris Kuhn Mr. Kuhn emphasized the importance of compromise, 

impartiality, and understanding all perspectives in their professional lives, particularly in local 

government. They discussed ways to improve transparency and accessibility of government meetings, 

and the roles of board and council members. Mr. Kuhn raised concerns about the process of project 

approval, stressing the need for understanding and compassion for the applicant. He also underscored 

the significance of preserving the intended purpose of committees and the need for more diplomacy in 

decision-making processes and shared his experiences as a bail commissioner.  

 

 



 
 

  

Cahir of Committee welcomed Wendy Crocker who has applied to serve on the Human Services 

Committee 

 

 

Ms. Crocker shared that her family's has been here forever, and her children attended school here and 

her concerns about the current political climate and the isolation of vulnerable groups. She suggested 

the need for a more proactive approach to community engagement, emphasizing the importance of in-

person interaction. Ms. Crocker proposed that if appointed, the new member could bring a fresh 

perspective to the Human Service Committee and promote progressive programs.  



 
 

  

 

Committee members welcomed Mr. Jones for joining today and asked Mr. Jones for a little background 

before they consider him for reappointment.  

Mr. Robert Jones has been involved in local government, discussed their experiences and 

perspectives. Bob shared his insights on his 22-year tenure on the Steamship Authority, emphasizing the 

importance of a strong committee chairman and the value of community involvement. They also 

discussed the potential benefits and costs of running boats between New Bedford and Nantucket, the 

value of public input, and the historical significance of the Steamship Authority. Lastly, they touched on 

the decision-making process for appointing board members, addressed potential conflicts of interest, 

and discussed recent events.  

Councilor Clark mentioned to him that the website isn’t easy to locate the meeting Agendas and 

minutes for their meeting, and asked where the Public can access this information. Mr. Jones replied 

they are on the web page, but Mr. Jones will reach out to the Steamship Authority to clarify the meeting 

schedule and agendas for the Board of Governors and the Port Council and make it more visible for the 

Public. 

Appointments Committee members welcomed Welmer “Junior de Oliveira who has applied to 

the Youth Commission, as a student member. Mr. de Oliveira attends Barnstable High School and is 

running for Class President. He is an entrepreneur who has started his own business and advertises on 

social media, does lots of yard work, and was here at the last meeting with his friend Noah who also 

applied. Has a passion of helping others and wants to be part of the Youth Commission so he can give a 

voice to the Youth, likes what they do and has attended meetings in the past and helped at the job fair, 

and the Youth Summit. 

Members of the Committee thanked all the applicants that applied, and will hold on any votes tonight 

regarding recommendations. The Committee members decided to hold another meeting on April 03, 

2024, to make recommendations for the vacancies that currently exist on our Boards/Committees and 

Commissions. 



 
 

  

 

Chair of Committee asked for a motion to adjourn, Councilor Terkelsen made the motion to adjourn, 

Councilor Clark seconded, a Roll Call vote was taken. 

 

Councilor Terkelsen yes 

Councilor Burdick yes 

Councilor Mendes yes 

Councilor Clark     yes 

Councilor Bloom   yes 

 

ADJOURN: 6:22pm 

 


